Grey Highlands Council,

I write to you today after learning that the initial development plans for the Talisman lands include 500 new homes to be constructed. I have also been witnessing the ongoing expansion of Markdale. 

Today I also worked in the Markdale hospital, admitting patients that are too ill or too frail to go home. Today, like every other day in the Markdale Hospital since I have worked there, we had more patients than beds, in fact today we had 4 patients in the emerg waiting for admission…. And we only have 4 beds in the emerg. In this scenario overworked emerg nurses (the emerg has been at over capacity for months) are basically working double time, with no end in sight as recruitment continues to be challenged by these conditions, and we seem to lose nurses faster than replacements can be found. We are not alone in this crisis, but we can plan for a better future. 

Currently we have 11 beds available in Markdale. The new hospital has 8. And new homes are being built at an alarming rate. The numbers simply do not make sense. 

We need a sober second look at the development potential of our municipality. If this current trend continues, the health care available in our community will definitely decline. There are too many patients and not enough providers, even before all the expansion underway and proposed. 

There are some calling for a secondary plan for the Talisman and Kimberley region. I support this idea. But more broadly, the services in our municipality must match the demand. They currently, and firmly, do not. And I urge you to consider this in your decisions. The literal health of the people of Grey Highlands depends on it. 

If you would like more information about the current health care crisis in our region I would be happy to discuss. I work at the Markdale Hospital, the Flesherton Family Clinic, and the Markdale CHC. 

Sincerely,

Erica Ferguson


--
Erica Ferguson MD, CCFP
(she/her)
Grey Bruce Regional Health Services - Markdale

